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THE CIRCULARITY JOURNEY

Multiple commitments and legislative targets to achieve



RECYCLABILITY RECYCLED 
CONTENT



CONVERTERS

RAW MATERIAL PRODUCERS SUPPORTERS

MEMBERS & SUPPORTERS
BRANDS & RETAILERS



CERTIFICATION BODIES TESTING FACILITIES SUPPORTERS

O TH E R  O R G A N IS A TIO N S  PA R T O F 
R E C YC L A S S

RECYCLASS STRUCTURE

RECYCLING CLAIMS TASKFORCE

SORTING TASKFORCE

STEERING BOARD

PO FILMS TC HDPE TC PP TC PET TC PS TC

ADVISORY BOARD

DECORATION RIGID TASKFORCEDECORATION 
FLEXIBLE TF

PRINTING 
INKS WG

LAMINATING 
ADHESIVES WG

EPS WG

RECYCLED CONTENT TASKFORCE



WHAT DOES 
C IR C U L A R ITY MEANS 
?‘A circular economy is one that is restorative and regenerative by design and aims 

to keep products, components and materials at their highest utility and value 
at all times’ (MacArthur, 2015) 

In some cases, functionality 
requirements make it difficult 
to design packaging for 
closed-loop recycling systems. 

Designs enabling expanded 
multi-step cascaded 
recycling remain favourable, 
for such situations;



DESIGN FOR RECYCLING 
GUIDELINES

RECYCLABILITY ASSESSMENTSTESTING PROTOCOLS

• Lab testing of innovative plastic 
packaging vs control material

• Comparison of properties

• Technology/Product Approval

• Design guide & recommendations 
for plastic packaging

• Design for Recycling (DfR) 
Guidelines transposed in the tool

• Assessing overall recyclability of 
a finished package

• Recyclability Self-Assessment 
with the RecyClass Online Tool

• RecyClass Team support

• Recyclability Certification

?

HOW DOES RECYCLASS WORK ?



PET bottles (clear/light 
blue and colored)

Clear PET trays

HDPE containers & tubes 
(colored and transparent)

PP containers & tubes 
(colored and transparent)

EPS fish boxes

PE films (colored and 
natural)

PP films (colored and 
natural)

PS colored containers

Crates and Pallets  

EPS white goods

DESIGN FOR RECYCLING GUIDELINES

Full Alignment with EPBP and Petcore on PET bottles and trays 



RECYCLASS TOOL RECYCLABILITY CERTIFICATIONDESIGN FOR RECYCLING 
GUIDELINES

• Design guide & recommendations 
for plastic packaging

• Design for Recycling (DfR) 
Guidelines transposed in the tool

• Assessing overall recyclability of 
a finished package

• Recyclability Self-Assessment

• RecyClass Team support

HOW TO CLAIM RECYCLABILITY ?

• Recyclability Assessment by  
recognized Certification 
Bodies



RECYCLABILITY CERTIFICATION : 
FOR FIN A L  PA C K A G E

DESIGN FOR RECYCLING ASSESSMENT

• Qualitative Assessment: ranking from A to F

• Valid for the EU market

• Based on the European plastic waste streams

• Packaging design, sorting behaviour, end-markets 
included

RECYCLABILITY RATE ASSESSMENT

• Quantitative Assessment: % of recyclable content, 
in addition to class ranking

• Country-specific

• Based on the local collection and availability of 
infrastructures

• Packaging design, sorting behaviour, end-markets 
included

+

Detailed information online

90%

https://recyclass.eu/recyclass/recyclability-product-certification/


• HARMONIZED DESIGN FOR RECYCLING GUIDELINES
• HARMONIZED RECYCLABILITY METHODOLOGY 

SPAIN AUSTRIA

GERMANY
SWITZERLAND

UK, IRELAND

EU 27+3

Detailed list and contacts of certification online

FRANCE
GREECE, SERBIA

ITALY, SPAIN, PORTUGAL NORWAY

BRAZIL

RECOGNIZED CERTIFCATION BODIES

https://recyclass.eu/recyclass/recyclability-product-certification/


RECYCLED PLASTICS:
LEGISLATIVE & MARKET DEVELOPMENTS

Demonstrate compliance with legislation (B2B)–

increasing regulation; address use of claims by a 

third-party verification.

• National Implementation of the Plastic tax (EN 
15343:2007)

• Single Use Plastics Directive - target of 25% 
recycled plastics in bottles by 2025 (PET) and 2030 
(beverage bottles).

• Eco-modulation of the EPRs fees based on criteria 
such as presence of recycled plastics.

Public interest in recycled content - Reassure 

consumers, provide trust to end-users 

offering certified claims.

Support corporate sustainability claims

about recycled content targets.

Circular Plastics Alliance – record and 

certify your use of recycled plastics towards 

the 10 M t target.

Show transparency - information about the 

waste origin and source.



FREE ALLOCATION OF RECYCLED CONTENT
Recycled content calculation must refer to real percentages, not 

credit systems between products, production lines, plants, etc.

SELF-DECLARATION OF ORIGIN OF WASTE
Downstream users declaring origin of material must not be 

permitted. Origin of the waste must be verified in case of 

Certification.

CHALLENGES & RISKS



Certification recognises the use of recycled 
plastics in products via an independent third-
party audit. Certification is granted to a process 
linked to a product or group of products.

Audit Scheme verifies the traceability of 
recycled material in different process steps 
throughout the whole chain of custody of the 
recycled material.

Traceability 
Certification 

EN 15343

Recycled Content 
Traceability 
Certification

Recycled Content 
Traceability 
Certification

Recycled Content 
Traceability 
Certification

RECYCLER COMPOUNDER CONVERTER PRODUCER

FOCUS & SCOPE



• Certification follows a controlled blending 

approch as a chain of custody model as 

described in ISO/IEC 22095:2020.

• The certification relates to recycled plastics 

when mixed with other materials or 

substances resulting in a known 

proportion of recycled content of plastics 

in output products.

• Focus on the physical presence of recycled 

plastics in the output.

CONTROLLED BLENDING CHAIN OF 
CUSTODY

Documentation available online

Other input (e.g. 
virgin, fillers, 
additives, etc.

https://recyclass.eu/get-certified/recycled-plastic/recyclass-certification-documents/


2022 DEVELOPMENTS

CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT 

SCHEME APPROVED BY THE 

EUROPEAN CO-OPERATION 

FOR ACCREDITATION

•RecyClass CAS positively 
evaluated by EA according 
to ISO 17065.

•Recognised certification 
bodies to operate under 
accreditation within 
transition period of 2 
years.

ALIGNMENT WITH CPA 
AUDIT FRAMEWORK*

•Version 2.1 of the Audit 
Scheme has been adapted 
to be compliant with the 
CPA Audit Framework 
requirements.

•Addition of an Annex to 
report the data for each 
data point.

•To be used as a verification 
of use of recycled plastics 
in a site/process.

•Official approval by the 
CPA Monitoring WG



B-Pack BVPA

Sachverständigenbüro M. 
Ahaus

Detailed list and contacts of certification online

Certificates are issued by recognised Certification Bodies only

RECOGNIZED CERTIFCATION BODIES

https://recyclass.eu/get-certified/recycled-plastic/certification-bodies/


Guidance detailing when and how to use RecyClass claims and logos 

by certified companies and products for both B2B and B2C 

communications. 

RECYCLABILITY:

• Technology/Product Approval for final packaging

• Letter of Compatibility for semi-finished packaging

• Design-for-Recycling Certification for plastic packaging

• Recyclability Rate Certification for plastic packaging

RECYCLED CONTENT:

• Recycled Plastics Traceability Certification for plastic products

USE OF CLAIMS



Develops and maintains testing 
protocols and manage applications to 

assess PET bottles recyclability Develops and maintains testing 
protocols and manage applications 

to assess PET trays recyclability

Recyclability Methodology (based 
on EPBP & Petcore guidelines) 

and certification for recyclability 
and recycled content

PET: A SYNERGIC VALUE CHAIN 
APPROACH 



PLASTICS FUTURE IS CIRCULAR


